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Chandler Colliery Enterprise
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LEESWO0OD VALLEY COAL AND
CANNEL MINES.

PRESENTATIONS TO MASTERS
AND MEN.

Messrs S. Chandlar and Sons. of Palace Chambers,
Westminster, and proprictors of this collierv. enter-
tained, on Tuesday evening, their employés anda
number of invited guests to an excellent repast, to
celebrate the saccess of the driving into and exposure
of the cannel seams. The dinoner was served 1n the
clubroom of the Pontblyddyn lun, which had becn
most tastefully decorated for the occasion. A large
motto in white letters on a red groand was affixed
over the chuirman's head. bearing the words,
Croesaw a Liwyddiant " (Welcome and Prosperity.)
The chair was taken by Mr S. Chandler, jun., the
represeniative of the firm residing at Pontybodkin,
and tae vice-chair by Mr Joseph Ch:m'l!rer,}lmndon.
Amongst the invited guests were :—Mr Hoe Brown,
solicitor, Rhyl ; Mr William Lea, colliery engineer,
Poutblyddyn : Mr G. R. Sharp, colliery proprietor;
Mr George Lea, colliery manager; Mr H. J.
Bathgate, Plasyomhowys; Dr.J. Jones, Pontybodkin ;
Mr Owen Price, manager; Mr Ephraim Hopwood,
Pontybodkin ; MrJ. Defries, Mr J. Hopwood, Mr A,
Etlis, Mr E. Deighton, Mr E. Probert, &c¢. The
dinner reflected great credit upon the excellent cater-
ing of Mr and Mrs Marsh. Grace was said
by the Chairman, who, at the coneclusion of
the repust, proposed the loval toast, which was
received  with  enthusiasmy, and the National
Authem was sung. After a song hy Mr Suaer,
Mr WiLniaym Lea, in proposing the toast of the
evening, ** Success to the Leeswood Valley Collicry.,”
corngratuliated Messrs Chandler on the suveess that
had attended thewm in the eolliery, They had now
obtained the object of their search, and had hit the
bull's eve ou the first shot. It showed good general-




ship to find it the first tiwe, and especially so wus |

this the ease in canuel. The proprietors deserved
great eredit for their specalation, ;}1\& he hoped they
would meet with every success. The seamn they hal
driven into was undoubtedly the best cannel that was
raized in the kingdom, with the exception of the Dea.

head seam. Uhe coal trade at present was notiana

flourishing ¢ ndition, but eannel was alwavs in gzeat
demand.  Gas was required in London and th::::,
provineial towns for light}ug pur%mses, gnd !]“11,5. et
be of w superior guality, jvasinuch us it hiud wgrean

rival in the eleetrie light. Cannel of the curley |

ariety was the best coal for this purpnse, aud he wus
;):‘ct:iti ?ﬁl:i}xd thiat Messrs Chandler }md row a large
aren of this coal. He estimated that inthe Leeswood
and Coed Talon district there were abaut 1.800.000
tons of cannel, and of this he had proved fally three-
quarters. Giving an output of 50,000 tons rmm*;uﬂ Y.
this wonld give an excellent trade for ),:pwa'.rc,ﬁ ‘;:.f
thirty vears. It was a pleasure to have such energetic
centlemen residing amonyst them.M H; i){ﬁ“{_’f’:tg to
couple with the toast the pame of 1 [t i b :\.;n I;m:
(Cheers.)—A recitation having been given by Mr Rog
Brows, Mr Josian CHaSDLER, in responding to the
toast, said it was a very pleasing duty for him 'm
respond to the toast so ably proposed by Mr L}m.
He thanked him for his kind remarks. He was pleascd

to be present that evening amongst the men who had
driven into the cannel seams. He had been down the
pit, and had examined the face of the seam,
and to Lim it was a magnificent sizht.
‘eferring to the labor question, le stated
that in the work in which they were employed there

was an important combination which it wonld be well |

for master and workman to bear in mind, as they
were indispensable to each other. The combination
was that of money, manager, master, mincral and
miner, and they were all linked together. He and
his brother had bath come to Wales under wrong im-
pressions. They had beer told to beware of them,
but he was prond to state that the more ho rulibed
shoulders with them the better heliked them. It was
their intention to open up now a big colliery, and lie
sincerely trusted it would prove a gond thing for the
neighhourhood. They did not intend to relecate it to
the future, but would start it at once, and thus prove
a benefit to one and all. A Welsh song was next
given by Mr James Hopwood. —The Cmarmarax pro-
posed the toast of ** Contractor and Engincer.” All
things require development and propelling powers,
and without the two gentlemen named no satisfactory
work conld be done. They muast firat think ont what
they intended doing, and after mature deliberation,
then action. This had already been done, or they
would not have been in the happy state thev were
that evening. Tle masters had a duty to perform to

the men. Their contractsr nnd engineer had bronght

matters to a very successfuyl issne, and had done
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their duty to their emplovers. It was hisintentinn
to show his practical anpreciation ¢f the services
rendered. Both Mr Hopwood and Mr Price had
done their work well, and he had pleasure in
presenting Mr Hopwood with a gold watch, the
intrinsic value of which did not renresent their
appreciation of his services. To Mr Price he
presented a gold chnin, and snid the fives, of which he
was now the mouthpiece, had pleasure in presenting
ittoa man who had so thoroughly done his dutv,
(Avplanse }—Both Mr Hopwood and Mr Price suit-
ahlv replied.— After a song Ly Mr Deter Lewis,
MrJ. Derrres had preat pleasure in proposine the
* Health of Mr 8. Chandler, sen.,” the head of the
firm. He wus a thorongh gentleman, and he was
pleased with his acquaintance. He hoped that in a
short time they would all have the pleasure of that |
acquaintance. He was a gentleman who had the
true interest of his workpeople at heart, and was in |
{ every respect o most worthy man, as was evident to
all by his two worthy sons’ who were amongst them
that evening. He had, he thoucht, a p'easant snr-
prise for the chairman and vice-chairman, as he had
a'so n presentation for each of them. ns well as one
for Mr 8. Chandler, sen,, in the form of a piece of
cannel proenred from the colliery, polished and
mounted. He begoed their accentance of them, ns it
was an evidence of the goodwill borne to them by
their emplovés.—The presentations were mnonted on
polishc 1 aak, and hore the fo'lowine inseriptions on
silver shields :—** Presented to S. Chandler, gen., in
enmmemoration of the rannel struek nt Leeswond
Valley Mines on 1l1th March, 1893."—Mr J. C.
Coasprer responded on behalf of his grandfather.
He was sure he wonld appreciate their presentation,
and thank them for their kind expression when lLe
came down into Wales, which he intended doing in o
few weeks.—MrJ.Caa~NpLER also rep'ied.--The Crain-
MAN then proposed the toast of * The Workmen."
He hoped that the best of feelings wonld alwavs
exist between them and the workmen. He apprecisted
woiking men, and the saccess of their firm had
sprang from working men. Among the men emploved
in the colliery he had speciallv noted Wm. Hopwood.
who had been with them ever since thev started
about two years ago. He had pleasure in presenting
him with a silver wateh and chain. and a £5 note, in
apprecintion of the work he had done. If workmen
only did their daty. thev would never find firmer
friends than Messrs Chandler.—The VICE-CHATRMAN
wsn MAan pleasure in informing them that they might
have the following day asa holiday, and they wou'd
receive their pay for it.—Mr W Horwoop having
responded, the CuARMAN proposed “ Qar Gnests,”




eonpling with the toast the name of Mr Roe Brown,
who responded.—Mr Grorar Lea proposed, in a
humorons speech, * The Tadies.”” A snng was given
hv Mr William Prydderch. —The Cramraan proposed
** Success and long life to the colliery proprietors and
managers nresent among them that evening." coup-
ling with the toast the names of Mr Sharp, Mr w.
T.ea, and Mr Gen. I.en. The other toasts whicl
followed were * The Medieal Officers,"” responded to
hv Dr. Jones:” *The Press,” responded to by Mr
W. T. Phillins, representative of the Wrezham
Adrertiser ; * The Host and Hostess,” responded to
bv Mr Marsh ;" ** The Chairman,” * Vice-Chairmnan,”
after which the compnany separated, baving spent a
most enjoyable and pleasant evening.
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